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About the DLC’s Public Policy Advocacy

The Disability Law Center (DLC) bases its public policy on the belief that Utahns with disabilities have the constitutional right and responsibility to be full participants in society.  The DLC’s legislative agenda is informed by our organizational mission, values, and priorities and goals, and formulated with guidance from the Board of Trustees and input from our clients and constituents across the state.
Advocating for Critical Programs
The DLC appreciates the vital role government plays in protecting the rights of Utahns with disabilities and their families.  However, we also understand that difficult choices must be made in response to the slower than expected economic recovery.  As the legislature contemplates another across-the-board cut, we will advocate for the protection of critical health and human service programs by ensuring that:  

· Utah's limited resources are spent as efficiently and cost-effectively as possible;
· the state’s structural budget deficit is gradually reduced over time; and
· all potential revenue sources, including projected revenue growth, the rainy day fund, and tax increases are considered.
Reforming Medicaid’s Payment and Delivery Systems
· Increase the availability of and access to medically necessary care, assistive technology, and related services
· Changes should be evidence-based, incorporate standards and outcome measures, and result in improved quality of care
· Take advantage of the opportunities available through state and federal health reform to realign the system so that all enrollees can get the right care, at the right time, in the right place
Preserving Home and Community-Based Supports
· Maintain DSPD programs which promote the independence and productivity of people with disabilities and their families

· Ensure that local mental health authority clients continue to receive critical supports
· Promote approaches, models, and programs that reduce reliance on facility-based care for people with developmental disabilities and/or mental illness
Monitoring
· Protect education, housing, employment, and voting rights
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